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Black Velvet Band

Chorus 


In a neat little town they call Belfast 

Apprenticed in trade I was bound

And many an hour of sweet happiness

I spent in that neat little town 

Till bad misfortune came over me 

And caused me to stray from the land 

Far away from my friends and relations 

To follow the black velvet band 

Chorus 

Her eyes they shone like diamonds
You'd think she was queen of the land 

And her hair hung over her shoulder 

Tied up in a black velvet band 

Well, I was out strolling one evening

Not meaning to go very far 

When I met with a pretty young damsel 

She was selling her trade in a bar 

When I watched, she took from a customer 

And slipped it right into my hand

Then the Watch came and put me in prison 

Bad luck to the black velvet band

Chorus 

Next morning before judge and jury

For our trial I had to appear 

The judge, he said, "Young fellow 

The case against you is quite clear 

And seven years is your sentence 

You're going to Van Diemen's Land

Far away from your friends and relations 

To follow the black velvet band" 

Chorus 

So come all you jolly young fellows

I'd have you take warning by me 

And whenever you're out on the liquor

Beware of the pretty colleen

They'll fill your with whiskey and porter 

Until you're not able to stand 

And the very next thing that you know 

You're landed in Van Diemen's Land 

Van Diemen's Land was the original name used by Europeans for Tasmania, an island state of Australia. The Dutch explorer Abel Tasman was the first European to explore Tasmania, he named the island Anthoonij van Diemenslandt in honor of Anthony van Diemen, Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies who had sent Tasman on his voyage of discovery in 1642.





In 1803, the island was colonized by the British as a penal colony and gave the new colony the name Van Diemen's Land.





Penal colony


From the 1830s to the abolition of transportation in 1853, Van Diemen's Land was the primary penal colony in Australia. Following the suspension of transportation to New South Wales, all convicts sent to Australia first served their sentences at the Tasman Peninsula prison known as Port Arthur or as assigned labour to free settlers in Van Diemen's Land. In total, some 75,000 convicts were transported to Van Diemen's Land, or about 40% of all convicts sent to Australia.





Convicts earning their pardon or ticket-of-leave often promptly left Van Diemen's Land to settle in the new free colony of Victoria to the disgust of the free settlers in towns such as Melbourne. Tensions sometimes ran high between the settlers and the "Vandemonians" as they were termed, particularly during the Victorian gold rush when a flood of settlers from Van Diemen's Land rushed to the Victorian gold fields. Complaints from Victorians about recently released convicts from Van Diemen's Land re-offending in Victoria eventually led to the abolition of transportation to Van Diemen's Land in 1853.





In order to remove the unsavoury connotations with crime associated with its name, in 1856 Van Diemen's Land was renamed Tasmania in honour of Abel Tasman. The last penal colony in Tasmania at Port Arthur finally closed in 1877.
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