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Waltzing Matilda

An old song that is referred to by another famous old song "The Band Played Waltzing Matilda"
Once a jolly swagman
Sitting by the billabong
Under the shade of the coolabah tree
And he sat and he watched
And waited till the billy boiled
You’ll come a-waltzing matilda with me
Chorus:

Waltzing matilda, waltzing matilda  
You’ll come a-waltzing matilda with me
Repeat the last two lines of each verse.
Up came a jumbuck 
Drinking at the billabong
Up jumped the swagman and grabbed him with glee
And he took that jumbuck
And put it in his tucker-bag
You’ll come a-waltzing matilda with me, Chorus
Up came the squatter
Mounted on a thoroughbred
Up came the troopers, one, two, three
What’s that jumbuck 
That you’ve got in your tucker-bag
You’ll come a-waltzing matilda with me, Chorus
Up jumped the swagman 
And jumped into the billabong
You’ll never catch me alive said he
And he ghost may be heard
As you pass along the billabong
You’ll come a-waltzing matilda with me, Chorus
Thanks to our base man, Frans, below the meaning of some typically Australian words, some originating from the aboriginals:

- A swagman is a tramp

- A billabong is a water hole or pool
- A coolahba is a eucalyptus type of tree

- "Boiling the Billy" means preparing some food on a fire.

- A jumbuck is a sheep (steeling sheep is a heavy crime)

- A tucker bag is little bag with some food (tucker)
- A squatter is a settler with a piece of land

- A thoroughbred is horse of a good breed

- Troopers are policemen
- Waltzing Matilda refers to the bedroll that rocks on one's back while walking

See also: http://www.ausinternet.com/ettamogah/waltzing.htm 
Enjoy this rendition on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INdjRCNcZj0
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